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A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES

me I felt that politics was a cursed profession," wrote Lord Salisbury in answer to a letter of condolence from Lord Randolph. Mr. Gladstone had said that a Prime Minister in forming a Government must act like a butcher, but he had not seen any of his victims fall dead at his feet.
Lord Salisbury and Egypt
In 1887 Lord Salisbury's Government all but decided to evacuate Egypt.    In the eyes of Conservative Ministers the occupation of that country was a legacy from the previous Liberal Government which they had no great desire to take up.   It was associated with evil memories, like the death of Gordon,  and raised all manner   of difficult   questions  for the future.   In 1885 Lord Randolph Churchill told Count Herbert Bismarck that he was much more concerned about Herat than about Egypt.   It was, accordingly, one of Lord Salisbury's first acts on becoming Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary in 1885 to send Sir Heiyy Drummond Wolff to Constantinople to negotiate with the Sultan for the evacuation of the country.   The negotiations resulted in the signing of a Convention (May 22, 1887) whereby the British occupation was to come to an end in three years, but Great Britain was to have the right to prolong or renew it, if either internal peace or external security were seriously threatened.    France and Russia, however, raised strong objection to this provision and under pressure from the Sultan withdrew and declined to ratify the Convention.    The French afterwards bitterly regretted their action, which, as it turned out, was to leave the   British  occupation  without  serious  challenge  for  an indefinite number of years.   During the next twenty years the administration of Egypt under Lord Cromer was to be one of the  greatest  and  most beneficent achievements  of British imperialism.    Having no nominal authority beyond that of Agent or Consul-General, and living in great simplicity, he yet to all intents and purposes governed the country, and with the aid of an exceptionally able staff, set its finances in order, banished corruption, and carried through great engineering works which increased its water-supply ;and greatly added to the prosperity of its peasantry.t Downing Street, and fell dead from heart disease in the presence of the Prime Minister. " As I looked upon the dead body stretched before
